WOMEN AS FOUNDATIONS
OF TRANSNATIONAL COMMUNITIES

by

Laura Gonzalez, Ph.D.

2009 UNT Immigration Conference
“Perspectives on Immigration:
Strategies for the 215t Century”
University of North Texas at Denton
Thursday, March 12, 2009



Presentation Outline

* Research Perspective

* |nternational Labor Migration & Immigration as a
Binational System

e The Role of Women as Foundations or Anchors In
the Binational System



Research Perspective

* Ethnographic, Holistic, Genealogical Approaches
* Thirty-three Years of Ethnographic Research

* Binational Research
— Mexico (mainly in the State of Guanajuato)
— United States (California, Pennsylvania, Texas)

— Guanajuato as a Pot or Seedling where the GUA-PA,
GUA-TEX, and CALI-GUA Networks Grow.






International Labor Migration and
Immigration as a Binational System

* Conceptualizing Labor Migration & Immigration

— Labor Migration & Immigration are a Binational
System (sometimes International) w/ Origins in More

than One Country

— Binational System Comprised of a Transnational
Population that Creates and Maintains Social Networks
that facilitate the flow of multiple resources (e.g., labor,
remittances, information, technology, and culture)
across borders



Gender & Labor Migration Research

e EXxisting Research on Gender & Labor Migration

— Most Research Views Labor Migration as a Male
Phenomenon

e Migration through Well-Established Social and Male-Based
Networks

— Recent Research Concentrates on Women as Migrants
e Migration through Male-Based Networks

— L.ittle Research on the Role of Women as Non-Migrants
In the Labor Migration Process



Non-Migrating Women & Labor Migration

* Need to Include Non-Migrating Women in Studies of
Labor Migration

* The Role of Non-Migrating Women in the Absence of
\WEUES

— Examples: Abigail Quiroz and Marili Lopez
e Care of Immediate and Extended Family
* Resolves Family Problems

* Looks After Family-Based Resources, such as Land &
Livestock

* Manages Remittances



Gender & Immigration

e Need for More Research on the Role of Women In
Immigration

— EXxisting Research views women as secondary players;
as responding to male decision making only.

— New Research needed on the key roles of women in the
Immigration Process

— Women are anchors; are important to reproducing,
transplanting, rooting families and creating new
transnational communities



Women as Anchors in the Binational System

* What do | mean by “women as anchors”?
* Anchor Processes

— Examples: Silvia Tlaseca and Ramona Ortiz
* Rooting the family (school, church, health system)
* Raising children and grandchildren
* Wage labor
* Political participation



Conclusions

* What we see Is not an unilinear system that starts and
finishes, or a social phenomenon that can be explained by
push and pull factors.

* \What we see Is a permanent movement of people; a
significant and thriving socio-economic and binational
system comprised of thousands of families located in
different regions and countries; articulated by kinship and
other social ties and the flow or exchange of resources.

* \We see women as the key components of this system because
they anchor the social networks, they root the communities,
they allow the reproduction and maintenance of the system in
more than one locale by connecting the men with other
entities, by raising children, by taking care of the elderly and
the sick, and by transmiting and transforming the culture.



For more information on women and immigration and on the social networks of
international migrants originally from Guanajuato, working temporarily or
permanently established in Texas, California and Pennsylvania, please see:
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